
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 3 (Part 2) 
2 Timothy 3 is Paul’s warning and directive to Timothy about the difficult times that are coming in what he calls the “last 
days.” By this he means the days before and until Jesus Christ returns to the earth.  He has highlighted that evil will abound in 
egregious and subtle ways and that people will oppose God’s truth and God’s way. In the second half of this chapter, Paul is 
going to elevate something that Timothy will need to turn to in order to be equipped for these difficult days. The world is going 
to do what the world is going to do, Paul’s aim to have Timothy (and us) be different. 
 
2 Timothy 3:10-12 - You know what has happened to me, and how I responded 
 
Paul is not just recalling the trouble he experienced in these places, but also his “teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, 
love, perseverance,...”  He’s telling Timothy to remember the example that he has set in these moments and follow it. He’s an older 
father coming to his son to remind him how to live, now that he will be on his own. 
 
Paul reminds Timothy of his time in three cities, Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra which were cities he had visited on his first 
missionary journey, which occurred before Timothy joined Paul (Acts 16:1-2).  Timothy was from Lystra and may have been aware 
of Paul’s first experience there.  Paul’s time in these three cities was marked by gospel preaching, biblical exposition, positive 
interactions and responses, interesting twists and persecution and suffering.  
 

Antioch - Acts 13:13-52   
v. 13-16: arrival & invitation, (v. 17-37 telling biblical story),  
v. 38-49: reaction & response, v. 50-52: trial and next steps 

 
Iconium - Acts 14:1-7 
v. 1: preaching in synagogue, v. 2-4: reaction and response,  
v. 5-7: trials and next steps 

 
Lystra - Acts 14:8-20 
v. 8-10: continued preaching (see v. 7) and miracle,  
v. 11-18: reaction and response, v. 19-20: trials and next steps. 

 
Summary of Acts after Paul’s time in these three cities: 
 

Acts 14:21-23 - After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
"Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

  
Q - What are some things that Timothy would do well to remember about Paul’s example in these cities? 
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v. 12 -  All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
 
Let’s discuss what this means, and what it doesn’t mean.  There are some troubles that every human faces.  There are obstacles 
and difficulties that every human faces.  Many of these have nothing to do with whether or not you are a Christian and desire to 
live godly.  For example: sickness, weakness, family conflict, death, financial troubles, natural disasters, the general effects 
of evil things and evil people.  We are living in a broken world that is influenced by the devil and his lies.  Every person is 
experiencing the results of sin and rebellion against God.  Those things challenge us and are impediments to our relationship 
with God for sure, but they aren’t necessarily persecution. 
 
So what is Christian persecution? Biblically speaking, it is specific resistance, pressure and trouble because we are Christians 
which are designed to silence and squelch the movement of the gospel and the glory of God.  Christian persecution is designed to 
separate us from each other and the world, so the gospel can’t be heard.  It’s designed to distract us so that we get entangled 
and cause our witness to be invalid.  It is designed to scare us so that our fears of what might happen if we continue to follow 
and obey Jesus become more influencing than him.  
 
Paul is preparing us for the promised persecution that will accompany those who follow Jesus and also is recounting in his own 
life, which was filled with persecution and suffering, that thus far, “out of all of them the Lord rescued me (v. 11)”.  That’s a 
promise too - whether in this age or the age to come. 
 
2 Timothy 3:13-17 - Clear Contrast. Clear Direction 
 
Evil men and imposters will proceed from bad to worse - they will deceive people and be deceived themselves.  What is the remedy 
for that, and the general direction that is given in light of this entire chapter!? (Remember, the context of this entire section is 
the difficult times of the “last days”, v. 1).  Difficulty and deception abound - and Paul directs Timothy to an important source 
and resource, the Scriptures. 
 
v. 14 - “continue” 
 
Things are getting worse → trust your training.  Continue to do what you did to get you where you are - in this case 
following Paul’s living example and following the words of the “sacred writings” and “Scriptures” - synonymous terms for what 
we call “the Bible” today.   
 
The Bible is a collection of 66 books which contain the story, statues and words of and from God. During Timothy’s time it would 
have mostly been the Hebrew portion of those scriptures (what we call the Old Testament) and would eventually include the 
biographies of Jesus (aka the gospels) and amazingly even Paul’s own writings (which along with Revelation and other letters 
make up what we call the New Testament).  Paul proclaims that these sacred writings contain the wisdom that leads to salvation 
which is in Jesus Christ (v. 15)!  (That’s an amazing truth to ponder considering he’s thinking of the Old Testament)   
 
In addition, he outlines a few other points on the purpose and value of the Scriptures: 
 

1 - The Bible Is Inspired by God - (θεόπνευστος theopneustos) “God-breathed” - the source of the Bible is God himself. 
He worked in the people who wrote to write his words and thoughts.  Because it is God’s word it is powerful and true. 
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2 - The Bible Is Profitable - helpful, useful, producing good results, there is gain in it. “yielding advantageous returns or 
results (Merriam-Webster)”  

 
Profitable For Teaching - didaskalia - doctrine, instruction. We get our doctrine and teaching from Bible, not the other 
way around 

 
Profitable for reproof - reshowing you where you are wrong. Convicting you when off. This word comes from the root word 
which means to be convicted, exposed or shown. 

 
Profitable for correction - showing you how to get back on track.  It comes from a root word which means to stand 
upright or to be set straight again. 

 
Profitable for training in righteousness - the word “training” is (παιδεία paideia) which literally means rearing a 
child. We get a picture of all scripture being profitable for us maturing and growing spiritually.  It is a critical aid 
to our spiritual development over time and not a one time thing. 

 
3 - The Bible enables us to be adequate - adequate (ἄρτιος, artios) means able to meet all the demands. It’s translated 
complete (ESV), thoroughly equipped (NIV) and capable (NET). The word means to complete or finish. 

 
4 - The Bible enables us to be equipped for every good work - equipped (ἐξαρτίζω exartizo) is related to artios in that 
sense that also means complete, ready & prepared. Whatever comes, the bible is going to help us know what to do & be ready! 

 
The Bible is going to give us what we need - and all of it, as Paul reminds at the start of verse 16.  If we continue in the 
Scriptures, we will mature and be ready for everything. 
 
Of all the things Paul could have elevated in this conversation, he exalts the Scriptures.  Most of us probably have a healthy 
opinion of the Bible and agree that it is inspired and contains God’s word.  But I wonder if we were pressed into giving answers 
and guidance for how someone might remain strong in difficult times in general and specifically the difficult times of the last 
days of this age, if we would encourage someone to continue in the Scriptures - and yet this is what Paul tells Timothy to do. 
 
We must not only guard against falsehood, lies and deception - but we must also watch that our opinion, appreciation and awe 
of the Scriptures is not subtly chipped away at by the evil around us.  We must be careful to not gravitate towards shortcuts to 
God’s word or bite size morsels of His truth when a feast awaits us each morning as we open up His book.  We must not substitute 
close to the source options when we are invited to go right to the source - God has given us his word and has worked throughout 
History to ensure that the world has access to his word because if we can hear and know and trust and experience his word, we 
can hear and know and trust and experience Him. 
 
May we fight any temptation that the bible is boring, outdated, irrelevant, past its prime, incomprehensible, too hard, too 
complicated, scary, or anything else other than the inspired word of God that is profitable and equipping for God's people today. 
I wonder if the devil’s tactic against God’s people isn’t to make us think the bible isn’t true, but that it isn’t glorious and 
enough. 
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Let’s conclude by remembering Luke’s summary statement of Paul’s first missionary journey which he asked for Timothy to call to 
mind in this moment: 
 

Acts 14:21-23 (NIV, CSB) - They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must pass 
through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each 
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 

 
That’s the Christian life. Being a disciple, being strengthened and encouraged by brothers and sisters in Christ to remain true to 
the faith - knowing that it’s necessary to pass through many troubles on our way to the kingdom of God.  And so we cling tight 
to each other, and pray and fast and commit ourselves to the Lord, and His word - for it is in him that we have put our trust, 
and the one who will deliver us out of it all. 
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